St. Ignatius of Loyola’s Letter to Fr. Antonio Araoz, Superior of the Jesuits in Spain, 
December 1, 1551

To Father Antonio Araoz

From Rome, December 1, 1551

The Peace of Christ, Since our Lord is moving His servants in your region as well as here to found colleges of this Society, our Father Ignatius has thought that it would be wise to give advice about the method and advantages which have been learned through experience in the case of the colleges here. (He has good knowledge of the procedure used with the colleges in your region.) His purpose is that this manner of procedure may be studied in its entirety, and, in so far as the matter is in our hand, to avoid any deficiency in greater service to God and the aid of our neighbors.

The manner or method employed in foundations is that some city, like Messina in Sicily, or some ruler, like the King of the Romans and the Dukes of Ferrara and Florence, or some individual like the Prior of The Trinity in Venice and Padua, or many together, as in Naples, Bologna, and other places, give a sum of money every year – some of them in perpetuity from the beginning, others not, in order to see and test the success of this work. A suitable building is acquired, two or three priests of very solid doctrine are sent, and also some scholastics who, in addition to making progress in letters for themselves can aid others to progress in them, and can also, through their good example, conversation, and doctrine, help them in virtue and spirit.

The manner of procedure in such places is this. Two or three lecturers are appointed, at first in humane letters. One of them begins with the first principles of grammar, accommodating himself to those who are beginning this study. Another is assigned for those who have a fair knowledge of it, another for those most advanced in it, and still another for the students of humanities most proficient in the Latin and Greek languages, and even in Hebrew if there is an inclination for it. When this school has been advertised, all who desire are admitted to it free and without the acceptance of money or any present – that is, all who know how to read and write and who are to begin grammar, and who, since they are little boys (niños), have the approval of their parents or guardians. Some conditions are set, such as the following:

That they are to be under obedience to their teachers in regard to studying one matter or another, and that for a greater or lesser time.

That they are to confess at least once a month.

That every Sunday they are to attend the explanation of Christian Doctrine which is given in the college, and also a sermon when one is delivered in the Church.

That they are to preserve modesty in their speech in all matters, and to be orderly; and for those who fail in this or their duty, if they are little boys for whom words are not enough, an extern is to be hired as a corrector to chastise them and keep them in fear. Thus none of our men will have to lay his hand on anyone.

The names of all the pupils are taken in writing, and care is taken not only that they attend the diverse lectures, but also that they be made to exercise themselves in disputations, compositions, and in speaking Latin constantly, in such a way that they make progress in letters and virtues alike.

When there is a good number of students already grounded in humane letters, someone is appointed to inaugurate the course in the arts. When there is a number of students well grounded in the arts too, someone is appointed to give the lectures of the course in theology, according to the method of Paris, with much practice. Afterwards, this entire arrangement is continued. For, experience shows that it is inadvisable to begin by lecturing on the arts or on theology, since the students make to progress because of their lack of a foundation. This is understood to be about places where there is an inclination toward something more than humane letters, since that inclination does not exist everywhere. In those others it is sufficient to teach the languages pertaining to humane letters.

Beyond this, the priests in the colleges will aid in hearing confessions, preaching, and all other spiritual ministrations. In this work the young men sometimes have as much grace of success as the priests, or even more, and thus God our Lord receives much service.

Up to the present, we have been treating the method. Now we shall take up the advantages for the Society herself, for the extern students, and for the nation or province where the college is situated. This is the utility which has been found through experience in colleges of this type, even though part of this can be gathered from what has already been said.

1.
First of all, in the case of our own members, those who lecture gain profit for themselves and learn much by teaching others, and become more confidently the masters of what they know.

2.
Our own members who hear their lectures gain profit through the care and continuous diligence which the teachers display in fulfilling their office.

3.
They profit not merely in regard to letters, but generally also in preaching and the teaching of Christian Doctrine, and they exercise themselves in the use of the means by which they must help their neighbors later on, and they are encouraged through seeing the fruit which God our Lord allows them to see.

4.
Although no one may induce the students, especially when they are young boys, to enter the Society, nevertheless they can win esteem by good example, conversation, and the Latin declamations about the virtues which are delivered on Sundays, and they can gain many laborers for the vineyard of Christ our Lord. These advantages are for the Society itself.

The benefits for the extern students who come to profit from the lectures are the following.

5.
They are occupied to a sufficient extent with their lessons. Much care is taken that all learn through lectures, disputations, and compositions. Thus provision is made for them to reap great fruit of letters.

6. The poor who lack the means to pay the ordinary teachers or private tutors in the home, here find free what they can get only with great cost and difficulty in their desire to become educated men.

7.
They profit in spiritual matters, through learning Christian Doctrine and grasping from the sermons and customary exhortations that which is conducive to their eternal salvation.

8.
They make progress in purity of conscience and consequently in all virtue, through confession every month, and through the care taken that they be decent in their speech and virtuous in their entire lives.

9.
From their studies they draw much greater merit and fruit, since they are accustomed to bring all persons to the service of God from the time when they begin to learn, just as they are taught.

There are also the following benefits for the inhabitants of the county or province where these colleges are established.

10.
In temporal matters, parents are relieved of the expense of having teachers to instruct their children in letters and virtues.

11.
They keep their consciences free in the matter of instructing their children. Those who only with difficulty will find someone to whom they can entrust their children even at their own expense, will with all security find instructors in these colleges.

12.
In addition to learning, that also have in the colleges someone who can preach both among the people and with the monasteries, and who through administering the sacraments can very fruitfully supply great help, as is evident.

13.
They themselves and the members of their household will devote themselves to spiritual matters, with good example to their children. Likewise, they will grow fond of confessing more frequently, and of living as Christians.

14.
They will have in our own members inhabitants of the country to inspire and aid them toward understanding good works such as hospitals, houses of reformed women, and such like matters. Their bestowing charity upon our members also entails their having a care of such good works.

15.
From among those who are at present merely students, in time some will depart to play diverse roles – one to preach and carry on the care of souls, another to the government of the land and the administration of justice, and others to other occupations. Finally, since young boys become grown men, their good education in life and doctrine will be beneficial to many others, with the fruit expanding more widely every day.

I could elaborate this further. But this will suffice to set forth what is perceived here (in Italy and Sicily) in regard to colleges of this kind.

May Christ, eternal Life, guide us all to serve Him better. Amen.

Schematic Outline: 
A University as Conceived by St. Ignatius.
from G. E. Ganss, S.J.
Saint Ignatius’ Idea of a Jesuit University
	
	Age
	The Curriculum

	Elementary
	5
	Elementary Education begun (but ordinarily not in Jesuit schools).

Elementary Education comprised: how to converse in Latin, how to read it, and how to write it. Gener-ally there was no formal instruction in or about the vernacular.

The University is entered at about the age of ten.

	
	6
	

	
	7
	

	
	8
	

	
	9
	

	Secondary
	10
	Humane letters begun, in the Faculty of Languages, especially of Latin and Greek.

For able pupils, about six months each in four classes of grammar. They studied the grammar of Latin, which they previously knew how to speak. The highest class of grammar was often completed by the age of twelve.

Next came two years of rhetoric, poetry, and history. In them, the objective was complete facility in the art of speaking, reading and writing Latin, with elegance when possible, before beginning the study of philosophy and the other arts (for which Latin was still an indispensable tool).
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	12
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	Higher
	14
	Philosophy and the other arts begun, in the Faculty of Arts.

Chairs of logic, physics, metaphysics, moral science, and mathematics.

After three years was conferred the degree of Bachelor of Arts; and on many, after six months more, of Mater of Arts.
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	17
	Theology begun, in the Faculty of Theology;
or entry to Faculty of Law;
or, to Faculty of Medicine.

Theology was the most important subject; was open to externs.

Chairs of scholastic theology, positive theology, canon law, scripture.

There was a four-year cycle of the fundamental courses, after which the ordinary course of theology was completed. Ordination might occur at about the age of twenty-one.
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	21
	There were two years more of acts and exercises for those who desired the degree of Doctor of Theology.
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